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SUBJECT:EXPORT LICENSES FOR NUCLEAR REACTOR AND FUEL 

REFERENCES: A) BANGKOK 19725; B) STATE 170956; 

- C) BANGKOK 28495 

1 . AS EMBASSY IS AWARE, RTG IS ATTEMPTING TO PROCURE A 
TRIGA MARK III RESEARCH REACTOR, APPARENTLY TO REPLACE THE 
EXISTING CURTIS WRIGHT REACTOR. NUCLEAR REGULATORY 
COMMISSION HAS SUBMITTED EXPORT LICENSE APPLICATIONS FOR 
OUR CONSIDERATION FOR THIS REACTOR AND FOR 19.6 KILOS OF 
URANIUM ENRICHED TO 20 PERCENT U-235 AND 8.6 GRAMS OF 
URANIUM ENRICHED TO 93 PERCENT. 

2. AS INDICATED REFTEL B, ERDA TEAM WHICH VISITED BANGHEN 

IN FEBRUARY FOUND NEED FOR SUBSTANTIAL UPGRADING OF PHYSICAL 
SECURITY. AS RESULT, ERDA RECOMMENDED THAT REACTOR EXPORT 
LICENSE NOT BE ISSUED UNTIL EMBASSY REPORTED THAT SUCH UP- 
GRADING WAS UNDERWAY AND THAT FUEL LICENSE NOT BE ISSUED 
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3. DEPAR-MENT AND ERDA ARE PLEASED AT SUBSTANTIAL THAI 
EFFORTS TOWARD SUCH UPGRADING REPORTED REFTEL A AND, AS 
RESULT, ARE PREPARED TO RECOMMEND TO NRC THAT REACTOR 

EXPORT LICENSE BE ISSUED. ALTHOUGH THERE IS EVERY REASON 
TO BELIEVE, BASED ON THAI UPGRADING PROGRAM, THAT A 
FAVORABLE RECOMMENDATION ON FUEL LICENSE ALSO WILL BE MADE 
TO NRC, ERDA IS NOT PREPARED TO AGREE TO DO SO UNTIL UP- 
GRADING COMPLETED. IN MEANTIME, REACTOR VENDOR, GENERAL 
ATOMIC, WOULD LIKE TO COMMENCE SHIPMENT OF (AND RECEIVE AT 
LEAST PARTIAL PAYMENT FOR) THE TRIGA REACTOR BEFORE END OF 
CALENDAR YEAR. REQUEST EMBASSY VIEWS SOONEST ON ANY 
PROBLEMS WHICH IT WOULD FORESEE IN ISSUING REACTOR EXPORT 
LICENSE PRIOR TO COMPLETING FULL EXECUTIVE BRANCH APPROVAL 
PROCESS ON FUEL EXPORT LICENSE APPLICATION. IF NONE IS 
PERCEIVED, DEPARTMENT IS PREPARED TO FORWARD ITS FAVORABLE 
VIEWS ON REACTOR LICENSE TO NRC PROMPTLY. EMBASSY ALSO 
SHOULD ADVISE DEPARTMENT SOONEST UPON COMPLETION OF PHYSICAL 
SECURITY UPGRADING SO THAT ACTION CAN BE TAKEN ON FUEL 
EXPORT LICENSE. 

4. RELATEDLY, CAN EMBASSY CONFIRM THAT TRIGA MARK III 
REACTOR WOULD REPLACE THE CURTIS-WRIGHT REACTOR, OR IS THE 
RTG INTENTION TO RETAIN THE LATTER FOR CONTINUED RESEARCH 
OPERATIONS? 

5. IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE INFORMATION REQUESTED, DEPART- 
MENT WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S ASSESSMENT OF WHETHER 
THERE ARE ANY FURTHER INDICATIONS OF RTG THINKING WHICH 
MIGHT LEND CREDENCE TO REMARKS OF THANAT KHOMAN REFLECTED IN 
PARA 8, REF. C. KISSINGER 
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